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Dedication of Marcum Park, May 6

Dear Friend of the Parks:
The Hamilton Parks Conservancy is wrapping up its third year 
managing your city parks, and we are still building, still trending up!
The big news of the summer was the grand opening of Marcum 
Park with amenities including two water features, a great lawn, and 
beautiful landscaped flower beds. We added a brand new drinking 
fountain that has a special bowl for our canine pals and a bicycle 
repair station where you can fix a chain or fill a flat tire. Thanks 
to the Marcum Family, Hamilton now has a premiere park in the 
downtown area.
Just a block away at High and Second streets, we opened a brand 
new pocket park at almost the same time. Rotary Park is a perfect 
spot for downtown workers to enjoy a lunch hour or for downtown 
residents to spend an evening relaxing with their neighbors. Features 
there include permanent cornhole boxes and a ping pong table, all 
thanks to a generous donation by the Hamilton Rotary Club.

Continued...



In the past year, we have put much effort into 
upgrading some of the neighborhood parks while 
we build new ones. Top, Campbell Avenue Park 
got a facelift, including new landscaping. Booker 
T. Washington Community Center got a new 
splashpad and playset, and the basketball court 
at Symmes Park got a facelift. We replaced the 
old playset at Smalley Park (pictured below before 
and after), Pace Park, and Benninghofen Park.



While building these brand new parks, we continue to be hard at work making improvements in existing 
city parks.
We added a new sprayground, bringing the total to six across the city, this one at Booker T. Washington 
Community Center. 
BTW also received one of six new playgrounds that we installed this summer, all the result of special 
grants, one Community Development Block Grant, a state of Ohio Natureworks grant, and four new 
playgrounds thanks to a grant from the Hamilton Community Foundation and Friends of the Parks.
Local artist Jenn Acus-Smith took the bird-themed mural of our Second Street office all across the city 
with six murals in six different parks. Jenn’s designs are in the same style as the bird mural on our 
Second Street office. Jenn also worked to get an anonymous donor for the project, so no money came 
from our operating funds, but the work has been a great addition to the parks. Most of them are near 
spraygrounds and the kids love them, and we hope to use the designs in creating t-shirts and other 
merchandise to help raise funds for parks programming.
Speaking of art, one of the City of Sculpture’s signature pieces, “Park Place” by Glenna Goodacre, 
formerly located at southwest corner of the High Main Street Bridge, has been relocated to Marcum Park 
by the Marcum family who originally donated the piece to the City of Sculpture in 2007. There’s more 
sculpture coming  to Marcum Park, including an addition to the fountain.
We have continued our practice of working with others for the mutual benefit of all Hamilton citizens.
With the help of Hamilton High School carpentry class, we will soon have a new 34-foot by 60-foot 
maintenance building at Joyce Park. The Parks Conservancy is buying all the materials and the aspiring 
carpenters, under the supervision of their aptly-named teacher Tim Carpenter, will provide the labor. 
This is a win-win situation for both of us.
We are also partnering with MetroParks of Butler County on a master plan for Combs Park. After two 
public meetings and a lot of input via the Internet and social media, MetroParks is currently finalizing 
a master plan for the development of this park, which has long been problematic. Because it lies in a 
floodplain and is under the jurisdiction of the Miami Conservancy District, there are strict limitations on 
what can be done there. But because it lies on the fringe of the city and contains isolated areas, Combs 
Park has been a magnet for illegal dumping, homeless camps, and other undesirable activities, all of 
which makes development of the park as imperative as it is difficult.
Another fruitful relationship is with the Hamilton Conservation Corps. That group has done such a 
remarkable job with the Riverside Natural Area, we have tapped their expertise to help us turn the old 
Joe Nuxhall driving range in Joyce Park into a hands-on nature center with programming.
We would like to do more, and there’s no shortage of good ideas, we get a lot of requests for new 
amenities in your city parks, but it all comes down to the same refrain: We don’t have money for that. 
But with your help, we can continue making improvements in the parks and creating programs for the 
enjoyment of the citizens of Hamilton. 
For 2018, we have our eyes on replacing four-to-six more neighborhood playgrounds, adding a second 
nine holes to the disc golf course at Millikin Woods, and debuting a “movies in the park” program for 
Marcum Park.
We have been able to accomplish everything we have because we are a non-profit agency and our entire 
focus has been on the improvement of our park system. In order to continue the momentum, we need the 
assistance and generosity of our Friends of the Parks donors.
Because of your generosity, we have been able to create an endowment fund at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation. Twenty percent of all future donations will go into the endowment fund so we will be able 
to properly maintain our improvements. We feel this is the fiscally responsible thing to do.
It is our sincere hope that you will consider a donation this year to allow us to continue our mission of 
creating a clean, safe and fun outdoor entertainment for the children and citizens of Hamilton.
Please use the enclosed envelope to make your tax-deductible donation and become a part of the 
rejuvenation of our city parks system.
Sincerely,

Steve

Become a Friend of the Parks!



Developments on the artistic side of the park came with 
the relocation of the “Park Place” sculpture by Glenna 
Goodacre. Originally purchased by the Marcum Family 
in 2007 and placed on the west side of the High-Main 
Bridge, it is now more visible in its new home at Marcum 
Park (above and right). Local artist Jenn Acus Smith 
painted bird murals in six different park locations across 
the city. Below, Jenn shows the design for the restroom at 
Joyce Park, and the finished murals at Veterans Park and 
Jim Grimm Park.


